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Kid Scoop Junior comes out once a week, but you can use the newspaper every day to prepare your child for success in school. Each daily
activity focuses on a specific learning readiness skill.
Step by Step Success 1. Read the activity instruction aloud. 2. Show how to do the activity by doing it yourself first. 3. Ask your child to
copy what you do.

With your child, look
through the newspaper

to find pictures of things
that have the same
sound as the letter
H in horse.

Point to the number
6 in the newspaper.

Have your child say the
number and, if it’s large
enough, have your child

trace the number.

Make groups of newspaper
pictures that are the same
– flowers, animals, plants,

houses, faces, etc. Use
these pictures to make an

A-B-A-B pattern. (i.e.
flower, face, flower, face).

Leave enough pictures
so that your child can

finish the pattern.

Sing Old MacDonald
Had a Farm. When it
comes time to select
something that Old

MacDonald has on the
farm, have your child
point to a picture of an
animal or object in the
newspaper, then sing
its name in the song.

Cut out the letters i and
t from the headlines. Then
cut out the letters h, f, k,
p and s. Show your child

how you can spell the
words hit, fit, kit, pit

and sit simply by
changing the first letter

in front of the it.

IT GameOld MacDonaldPick a PatternMath PlayLetter Identification

Learning Buddies: Spell your  first name, using the lines to write large letters. Use an uppercase letter
for the first letter in the name and lowercase letters to spell the rest. Have your child trace the letters with a finger,
crayon or pencil.

Learning Buddies: Read the first part of the sentence aloud. Ask your child to think of a way to finish the sentence. W n the lines. Read the
entire sentence to your child while pointing out that reading is done from left to right. Older children may want to trace all or some of the letters in the sentence.

H is for Horse

Learning Buddies: Read the two phrases aloud. Have your
child read with you. Trace the uppercase and lowercase
letter H. Say the letter as you trace it.

How many              ?

Learning Buddies:
Trace and say the
number. Read the

questions. Touch and
count to find the answers.

h is for horse

How many pictures can you find
on this page that start with the
sound that the letter H makes in
the word horse?

Look at a picture in
the newspaper. Ask your

child to imagine what
happened after the
picture was taken.

What Comes Next?
Have your child trace

his/her hand on a sheet
of newspaper. Next have
your child circle all of
the h’s that are inside

the outline of the
hand.

H Is for Hand

Look at the pattern in each row of pictures.
Circle the picture at the end of each row that comes next.

How many          ?

How many            ?

Learning Buddy Sign Here
I have completed ______ activities with my

Learning Buddy.

Learning Buddy’s signature Date
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We offer stuff-your-own pals
thatyour child will love forever!

Create your very own Plushy Pal at your next
birthday party or fundraiser, or have one shipped right to your door!

We’re mobile and locally owned
Call today to schedule your fun!

413-274-2127 • plushypals.com

MusicalLandscape

BY SHARON SMULLEN

Eagle correspondent

CHATHAM, N.Y. — When birds sing in 
the trees or rain drips from leaves, 
it’s all part of the listening expe-
rience at PS21’s open-sided perfor-
mance pavilion amid fields and or-
chards in upstate N.Y.

Its House Blend Concerts are ex-
pansive, creative programs 
curated for the musicians, 
venue, and audience of  lo-
cals and urbanites alike.

In this summer’s sec-
ond House Blend concert 
on Aug. 5, New York City-
based Ulysses Quartet — 
violinists Christina Bouey 
and Rhiannon Banerdt, vi-
olist Colin Brookes, cellist 
Grace Ho — return to PS21 follow-
ing last year’s debut.

An intimate (audience sitting 
onstage) Pay-As-You-Wish after-
noon recital of  string quartets 
by Beethoven and contemporary 
composer Zosha Di Castri is fol-
lowed by an eclectic ticketed eve-
ning program featuring Sun Li 
on pipa Chinese lute and harpist 
Nuiko Wadden.

“Beethoven’s String Quartet 
No. 9 is a masterpiece,” said Ul-
ysses Quartet founder Bouey in a 
phone interview from New York, 
“it’s joyous, beautiful, tragic, vir-
tuosic and incredibly rewarding.”

Fellow Canadian Di Castri’s 
string quartet is the first she 
wrote, Bouey added.

The evening program is “a mu-
sical feast,” with string ensemble, 
harp and pipa in various configu-
rations.

Telemann’s 18th-century ‘Gulli-
ver’s Travels”-inspired “Suite for 
Two Violins” is “really lightheart-
ed, [with] a lot of  jokes.”

For Rhiannon Giddens’ “At the 
Purchaser’s Option” commission 

for Kronos Quartet’s “50 for the 
Future” project of  publicly avail-
able new works, she adapted her 
song about an 1830s sale notice for 
a young female slave. It has a me-
lodic beauty to it, Bouey said.

“Sequenza II” (1963) for solo 
harp is one of  14 Sequenzas Lu-
ciano Berio wrote for different in-
struments or voice.

“Trio for harp, violin 
and cello” (1901) is by ac-
claimed harpist, composer 
and piano prodigy Henri-
ette Renié.

Sun Li performs the 
classic pipa solo “Dance 
of  the Yi People” by Wang 
Huiran (1960), then joins 
Ulysses for Tan Dun’s 
“Concerto for String 

Quartet and Pipa” (1999). “It’s the 
traditional Chinese sound world, 
with Tan Dun’s extra spice,” 
Bouey said, “it’s like fireworks go-
ing off.”

Bouey founded award-winning 
Ulysses Quartet with former stu-
dent friends in 2015. “We don’t spe-
cialize in one era, [we] lift voices of  
every composer, giving new fresh 
energy to everything,” she said.

Their story-based YouTube mu-
sic videos help attract younger 
adults to classical music, which is 
“a really rewarding way to bring 
people into our world.”

The quartet performs through-
out the Americas, overseas from 
Andorra to Istanbul, and across 
the Far East in Japan, China, Viet-
nam and Ho’s homeland, Taiwan.

Homer’s “Odyssey” inspired 
their name. “We’re on our own 
musical journey,” Bouey said, 
“four musicians that love what 
they’re doing and can’t picture 
their life any other way.”

With bold, stylistically diverse 
selections old and new, House 
Blend is curated by PS21 Director 

of  Community Initiatives Matt 
Gold, also a percussionist and Wil-
liams College Artist in Residence.

The programs on Aug. 5 explore 
the history string instruments 
carry, with different approaches 
to string writing and performance 
technique, Gold said.

Giddens’ work, for example, 
is based on a song she wrote on 
the banjo, an essential American 
string instrument with an African 
history, he added.

“We’re looking at the ways string 
instruments travel, the history, 
cultures and music they carry 

with them, and [how] music can be 
regenerated and reinterpreted.”

Columbia University professor 
Zosha Di Castri is an influential 
contemporary composer of  “wild-
ly imaginative and innovative 
work,” he said.

Pairing her with Beethoven gives 
a sense of  how composers find new, 
exciting ways to breathe life into 
the string quartet, so central to 
western classical music, he added.

Musical matchmaker Gold in-
troduced the pipa and harp play-
ers to Ulysses Quartet.

“We engage musicians who are 
deep artists with a unique per-
spective on what they do,” he said. 
“The harp is found in so many dif-
ferent cultures and western con-
cert music; and the Chinese pipa 
has a long history and incredible 
repertoire.”

PS21 generates new work cov-
ering a wide range of  history and 
periods, Gold said. “Bringing mu-
sicians together for even a few 
days to develop a new program 
[lets] audiences hear something 
unique to this place.”

Ambient sounds are an intrinsic 
part of  the experience, he added.

“The western concert hall is a tem-
ple set away from the world, sealed 
off from outside. [PS21] is embedded 
in the natural environment.”

“When there’s a breeze, partic-
ularly in the evening of  a hot day, 
it’s kind of  an oasis.”

Ulysses Quartet returns to 
PS21 House Blend Concert series with two concerts
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New York City-based Ulysses Quartet returns to PS21’s House Blend concert 
on Aug. 5.

If You Go
House Blend Concert II 

What: Ulysses Quartet

Where: PS21: Performance Spaces 
for the 21st Century, 2980 NY-66, 
Chatham, N.Y.

When: 1 p.m. Aug. 5

Tickets: Pay-what-you-wish

Information and reservations: 518-
392-6121, ps21chatham.org 

What: Ulysses Quartet with special 
guests Sun Li and Nuiko Wadden

Where: PS21: Performance Spaces 
for the 21st Century, 2980 NY-66, 
Chatham, N.Y.

When: 7 p.m., Aug. 5

Tickets: $10-$35

Information and reservations: 518-
392-6121, ps21chatham.org 
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